Animals and Plants in Tidal Flat of Ariake Sea
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Maximum tide range is
about 6 m in Saga and

tidal flow is very fast.
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In the inner Ariake Sea, seawater is muddy,
because sea bottom is very fine and the current is very fast.
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In tidal flats, each of animals and
plants inhabits different substrate.
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mud tidal flat

(short-neck clam):
most important marine resource in Ariake Sea &
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Tidal and subtidal areas in river mouth
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Laver farming nets (Nori ami):
. most important marine resource in Ariake Sea
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Study site (Benthos Research 2002-2004)
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Endemic species

of Ariake and Yatsushiro seas
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Many animal and plant species inhabit only in Ariake
and Yatsushiro Seas in Japan
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About twenty thousand years
ago, Ariake and Yatsushiro Seas
were a inlet developed in the
rivermouth of Old Yellow River.

So now, their seas (Ariake,
Yatsushiro and Yellow Sea) have
Many endemic species, Mutsugoro,
Haragukure-chigogani and etc.
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Endemic species in Ariake and Yatsushiro seas
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Distribution of Haragukure-chigogani: Ariake & Yellow Sea
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